
Student views of 
insect consumption: 
A Q methodology 
study

Melissa Reed1, W. Wyatt Hoback1, and Angel Riggs2

1Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology                         
2Department of Agricultural Education, Communications and Leadership

https://soofsofia.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/p1060818.jpg

Oklahoma State University



Background
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Background
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Methodology
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STEP 1 –
DEVELOPMENT OF 

CONCOURSE

STEP 2 – SELECTION 
OF Q SET

STEP 3 – SELECTION 
OF P-SET

STEP 4 – Q SORT STEP 5 - Q FACTOR 
ANALYSIS
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Results - Factor Analysis
What are your thoughts about eating insects?

Factor 1 Factor 2

 0.8649X  -0.0428

0.8117X 0.1788

0.6558X 0.0493

0.7348X -0.3042

0.7323X 0.2012

0.6193X -0.0861

0.7764X 0.0662

0.7751X 0.2343

0.7829X 0.2549

0.8689X -0.1962

0.9008X -0.1276

0.8142X -0.2925

0.6480X 0.0121

0.7201X -0.0673

0.8263X -0.1072

0.6385X 0.0279

0.8341X 0.1029

0.6474X 0.3494

0.7938X 0.248

0.6950X 0.1347

0.2106 0.7512X

0.0119 0.7465X

0.0948 0.8638X

-0.2775 0.7935X

0.1505 0.7670X

0.1997 0.4409X

0.5451 -0.6405

0.6181 -0.5308

0.6531 -0.5123

Factor Loadings 



Results - Factor 1

• Insects are the solution to 
feeding the world

• Eating insects promotes 
environmental sustainability

• Insects are a good source of 
protein and vitamins 

• Insects are safe to eat

• Moral or religious beliefs do not 
deter this group from eating 
insects

https://cdn.tzy.li/tzy/previews/images/001/041/695/720/original/eat-bugs-insects-save-world.jpg?1521540424
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Results - Factor 2

• Eating insects is disgusting and 
weird

• Insects is acceptable if they are 
in a survival situation

• They are afraid eating insects 
will make them physically ill 

https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5b1fa99f611b011198e1990f/5c34df6338fadf36b2bb1996_Eating%20a%20bug.jpg
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Conclusions

• Insect consumption 
is good for me and 
good for the planet 

• Insect consumption 
is repulsive 

Factor 1

Factor 2
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